
making an art history presentation and wants to use 
images of other artwork, they could do so but having 
them cite the work would be good practice. 

Most the time, if what you are doing stays in the con�nes 
of your classroom, you could be safe but if a student 
creates something and walks out your door, the liability 
surrounds the situation. 

An invalid example of fair use? Having a student take a 
photograph from the internet and recreate it using a 
technique taught in class.  The image is copyrighted and 
should be cited for work.  If it’s an image of a celebrity, in 
some cases, the celebrity has gone as far as to copyright 
their image therefore that’s a double whammy.  If the 
student leaves the building with the artwork they 
created, having them gain permission from the original 
creator is highly advised because while the student may 
only end up hanging it in their bedroom, the possibilities 
after that are endless…students could choose to sell, 
reproduce, copy, or distribute their work and this is 
considered personal gain which instantly breaks the Fair 
Use doctrine and puts the student as risk.
I know that this can be confusing – in fact, even though 
myself and colleagues will discuss what we know of Fair 
Use, we still �nd ourselves backtracking to make sure we 
are right.  

Here is a �ow chart that I created regarding this topic 
that helps �gure out what path to take when using work 
from outside sources other than myself or students.  It is 
most applicable to art teachers but could essentially be 
used for any teacher.  

Included are basic “rules of thumb” to keep in mind while 
�guring out your “plan of action”.
 1. If you did not personally create what you are 
  working with, go ahead and assume that 
  it’s copyrighted.
 2. If your use of the work will result in pro�t, 
  distribution, or personal gain – you should  
  always get permission to use it �rst.
 3. If the work is not being recreated or used 
  outside a school building, you are typically 
  safe but it is always safe to have the 
  original resource cited and available.
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https://docs.google.com/open?id=0B7Stch_QgMjITlNtaUFTZUVOcE0

Educational Fair Use in the Classroom
A hot topic throughout schools right now is “Copyright”.  Many teachers 
can honestly admit that they understand what copyright means but 
not fully explain the extent of the laws in which we must follow.  Some 
teachers commonly mistake copyright for Plagiarism; while similar, the 
two are di�erent ball games. Because of this, teachers and group 
leaders tend to forgo the full understanding and this leads to 
misunderstandings, misuse and in artistic situations, and can often 
result in the disquali�cation of student artwork for any given 
competition.

Rather than drag on in this publication, I’ve provided a visual for you to 
use when addressing your copyright questions keeping in mind that 
my expertise is ever-growing and it may need tweaking for your own 
needs.

As it’s helped me, I hope his �ow chart can help you steer clear of 
disquali�cations in contests and keep you in the safe zone when using 
outside resources in your classroom.

For the rest of you who de�nitely need 
the details and know how for staying 
completely safe, I have elaborated in my 
blog with plenty of text to look at. 

My blog can be found at:
http://artclasswithlmj.wordpress.com


